
“Securing 

the 

Church’s Future 

by 

reclaiming 

its 

Biblical Past.”



Reflection

Community Connection

Time

6:30 p.m. – 6:49 p.m.

Chat Room



“How would you characterize 

the typical person in the 

congregation you attend or 

serve?

A mature follower of  Christ?

A consumer of  religious 

goods and services?

Or something in between?”

Please share your thougths



Questions Worth Pondering

Often as Christians we get off  track 
spiritually because we follow the 
path of  least resistance as we move 
through this life. What, in your view, 
would  constitute the mission and 
purpose of  the local church? Please 
take this question seriously as you 
engage in conversation.

Though there are “churches” on 
almost every street corner, do you 
believe we as the church are 
currently keeping up with the 
population growth surrounding us in 
our cities and states?



Reveal 

Truth that Transforms

Time

6:50 p.m. – 7:34 p.m.



Championing a Christ-like church

Certainty
John 8:32

Truth

Correctness

I Peter 1:16

Holiness

Confirmation

Mark 1:14 – 15

Salvation

Custom
I Cor. 11:17 – 34

Ordinances



Distinguishing Marks 

of a 

New Testament Church

Places Programs People

Called Out



People Currently Attending 
on site Churches…

In the United States

20%

In the United Kingdom

4 %

8



“Missionary 

zeal 

does not grow

out of  

intellectual beliefs, 

nor out of  

theological arguments, 

but 

out of  love.” 
— Roland Allen

9



Misdirection

Dismissing meaningful 
connection with God and one 
another.

Lacking practical components 
for spiritual development.

Replacing Kingdom agenda 
for personal achievement.

Embracing worldly 
methodology in accomplishing 
divine directives.  

Target

Connection

Development

Kingdom

Method



“… adopting 
the posture 

of a 
missionary, 

joining 
Jesus on mission, 

learning and adapting 
to the culture 

around you 
while remaining 
biblically sound.”

1

1



SURRENDERED LIFE

PROCESS

Decode Desire

DreamDiscover

Develop Deploy



“When the Gospel 

is reduced 

to a private affair, 

it becomes 

irrelevant 

to the world 

around us.”



“If  you are not reading 
the future 

of your church 
your church 

has no future. 

Your church dies with you.”

Jonathan Pokluda



“To have a right 
to do a thing 

is not 
at all the same as 

to be right in doing it.”

15



“Tolerance 
is 

the virtue 
of the 

man or woman without 
convictions.”



Moral Compass 
“A truly Christian 
worldview begins 
with the conviction 
that God Himself  

has spoken in 
Scripture”

“Scripture, 
therefore, is the 

standard by which 
we must test all 

other truth-claims.”

“Unless that axiom 
dominates our 

perspective on all of  
life, we cannot 

legitimately claim to 
have embraced a 

Christian worldview.”



“and you will 
know the truth, 

and 
the truth will 

liberate 
you.”

William Barclay



Fallen

Humanity
Genesis 3

Iniquity

SinTransgressions



Three Different Dimensions of  Human Sinfulness

Iniquity: “Avah” Twisted out of shape; the 
original design has been corrupted. It is not 
only the wrong we do but also the wrong we 
are. The internal state of our being. The Depth 
of human sinfulness.

Sin: “Chatha” The missing of  the mark of  God’s 
standards of  righteousness. The inability of  hitting a 
bullseye.

Transgression: “Pasha” Willful rebellion; 
Knowing something is morally wrong and 
doing it anyway.

Psalm 51:1-2; Daniel 9:3-5



The doctrines of  the true 
religion shall make you 

free—that is, it will free 
you from the slavery of  evil 

passions, corrupt 
propensities, and groveling 

views. 
The condition of  a sinner is 
that of  a captive or a slave 
to sin. He is one who serves
and obeys the dictates of  an 

evil heart and the 
promptings of  an evil 

nature…



“The destined end 
of  man 
is not 

happiness, 
nor 

health, 
but 

holiness.”





Do not conform yourselves to

the standards of  this world, 

but 

let God transform you inwardly 

by a complete change of  your mind.

Then you will be able to know 

the will of  God—

what is good and 

is 

pleasing to him and is perfect.



By abiding in Christ’s word, 

making it the rule of  their life and 

accepting Him as their Guide and Teacher, 

they would come to that knowledge of  the truth 

which only experimental testing of  it can bring; 

and the truth regarding their relation to Him 

and to God would turn all service and all life into liberty. 

Freedom, a condition of  absolute liberty from all outward constraint,

is only attained when man attains fellowship with God 

(who is absolutely free) in the truth: 

when that prompts man to action which prompts God.



These Jews professed to know the 
truth, 

and to be the official expounders 
of it. 

They had yet to learn that truth 
was not only a system,

but also a power; 
not only something to be

written or spoken, 
but also 

something to be felt and lived. 
If  they abide in his word,

they will indeed be his disciples; 
living the life of  truth, 

they will gain perception of  truth. 



“…holiness  is not the private 
preserve of an elite corps of 

martyrs, mystics, 
and 

Nobel-prize winners. 

Holiness
is the 

everyday business 
of 

every Christian.”



“Holiness does 
not consist in 

mystic speculations, 
enthusiastic fervors, or 
uncommon strictness; 

it consists
in thinking as God thinks 

and 
willing as God wills.”



Hero versus Holy

“Heroism 
is an 

extraordinary feat of the flesh; 

holiness 
is an 

ordinary act of the spirit.”



Holiness is a noun that belongs with the 
adjective holy and the verb sanctify, 

which means “to make holy.”

It is a pity in one way that we 

must draw on two groups in English 

to cover what is a single word group

in the Hebrew and Greek, 

but 

the verb “holify” would be so ugly 

that maybe we should be glad

it does not exist.



“Holy in both biblical languages means

“separated and set apart for God, 

consecrated and made over to Him.” 

In its application to people, 

God’s “holy ones” or “saints,” 

the word implies both devotion and assimilation:

devotion, in the sense of  living 

a life of  service to God, 

assimilation, in the sense of  imitating, 

conforming to, 

and

becoming like the God one serves.”



“Holiness 

is 

always 

the 

saved sinner’s response 

of  gratitude 

for 

grace received.”



Why are Christians more conformed to the 
world around them than to God?

1. Our attitude toward sin is more self-
centered than God-centered.

2. We have misunderstood “living by 
Faith” (Gal. 2:20) to mean that no 
effort at holiness is required on our 
part.

3. We do not take some sin seriously. We 
have mentally categorized sin into that 
which is unacceptable and that which 
may be tolerated a bit.



Jesus plainly reminded them, 

that the man who practiced any sin,

was, 

in fact, 

a slave to that sin, 

which was the case with most of  them. 

Christ in the gospel offers us freedom.

He has power to do this, 

and those whom Christ makes free are so.

But often we see persons disputing about liberty of

every kind, while they are slaves to some sinful lust.



The service of  God is freedom 

from degrading vices 

and 

carnal propensities,

from 

the slavery of  passion and inordinate desires. 

It is a cheerful and delightful 

surrender of  us to Him 

whose yoke 

is 

easy and whose burden is light.



…dominion of  sin consists in being 
willingly slaves thereto, 

not in being harassed 

by it as a hated power, 

struggling for victory. 

Those who now 

are 

the servants of  God, 

once were 

the slaves of  sin.



Every man

is 

the servant of  the master 

to whose commands he yields himself;

whether 

it be the sinful dispositions of  his heart, 

in actions which lead to death, 

or 

the new and spiritual obedience

implanted by regeneration.



… for no man can serve two masters; 

they are hereby brought into

the drudgery of  the devil;

into a 

state of  bondage, 

out of  which nothing 

but 

grace can extricate them; 

into a very 

mean and contemptible condition, 

and

even a deplorable one;  



God’s Truth is not bound to a specific time, 
place, or people.  The Bible has full 
authority to evaluate each of  our thoughts, 
words, and actions.

Sin is bondage to our destructive desires. 
The only known remedy for sin is the Cross.

God’s standard of  holiness has only been 
met by our savior Jesus Christ alone.

Mankind’s only hope of  escaping God’s 
judgement is Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf.

Christian conversion is not a process; it is 
an event that is lived out daily by His 
grace.

Christian Conviction



Eric
Eberhardt

Contact Information

Cell: 612.558.1755

Email: eceberhardt@ 
comcast.net

give.greatfriend.org



Reengage 

Learning Life Lessons

Time

7:35 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.


