
“Securing 

the 

Church’s Future 

by 

reclaiming 

its 

Biblical Past.”
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Community Connection
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Time

6:30 p.m. – 6:49 p.m.

Chat Room



Questions Worth Pondering

The New Testament Church has 
been in existence for more than 
2,000 years! As we contemplate 
the idea of  the local church, what 
comes to mind as its distinguishing 
marks? Please be as specific as you 
can within your group.

In the hope of  clarifying our 
concept of  the local church, what 
would be your “working definition” 
of  the local church? Please make a 
serious attempt to capture the 
essence of  the local church within 
your group.
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Team  Members

Jay Craig
hesavedm3@yahoo.com

Richard Rogers
rwrogers231964@ 

gmail.com

Fred Iglesia
fred.iglesia

@outlook.com



Team  Members

Ron Collier
RN.collier@gmail.com

Nell Collier
ncollier@

friendshipacademy.org

Avery Davis
adavis0202@

charter.net



Team  Members

Eric Eberhardt
eceberhardt@comcast.net

Ora Hokes
oxhokeo6@smumn.edu

Gezelle Carr
Gezellevcarr
@gmail.com



Championing a 
Christ Like 

Church: 
Biblical Model

Session
1/12





“The church 
in America

is not booming.
It is in crisis. 

On any given 
Sunday, 

the vast majority 
Americans 

are 
absent from 

church.”
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“Seventy-seven percent 

of  

Americans 

do not have 

a consistent,

life-giving 

connection 

with 

the local church.”



“Just as tectonic forces exert 

great pressure against 

each other at the fault line …

there are cultural and religious forces

throughout America: 

The continuing 

secularization of  our culture; 

The loosening grip of  the historically

dominant strains of  

American Christianity.



One 
of the perplexing things 

we face 
as 

church leaders 
is 

that most church people 
don’t know 

what the church
is (identity)

or why it 
exists (purpose).



That simple fact 
sets the church 

apart from every 
other religious 

movement in the 
history of  the 

world.

After all, it wasn’t  
the teaching of  

Jesus that sent his 
followers to the 

streets. It was the 
resurrection.”

“In the beginning, 
the church was a 
gloriously messy 
movement with a 

laser-focus 
message and a 
global mission.

It was led by men 
and women who 
were fueled not 

by what they 
believed, but by 
what they had 

seen.



“We are not only committed to Christ;

we are also committed to the body of  Christ. 

At least I hope so. 

I trust that none of  my readers is that grotesque anomaly, 

an unchurched Christian. 

The NT knows nothing of  such a person.

For the Church lies at the very center of  the eternal purposes of  God.

It is not a divine afterthought. It is not an accident in history. 

On the contrary, the church is God’s new community.”



The Way

In a relative short 
amount  of  time, this 

Jewish knockoff  
religion replaced the 

entire pagan pantheon 
of  gods as the primary 
belief  system of  the 

Roman Empire, 

The Way

The same 

Empire

responsible 

for 

crucifying  

its 

central figure.



“A small band 

of  

Jewish dissidents 

defied a superpower 

and 

a religious system 

that had been in place 

for a thousand years 

and 

in the end, 

prevailed.”



The church’s history

Legalized

Organized

Institutionalized
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Classification

As you may know, 
the Greek term 

translated church 
throughout the NT is 

“Ekklesia.”

What you may not 
know is that it was 
not a religious term.

It could  refer to 
citizens called to gather 

for civic purposes.

An “ekklesia” was 
simply a gathering of 
people called out for a 

specific purpose.

“Ekklesia” never 
referred to a specific 
place, only a specific 

gathering.



The Septuagint, the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament, 
describes the ancient Israelites as 

an “ekklesia.”

Interestingly, when the Hebrew 
people were scattered around the 

world, they were  still known 
collectively as an “ekklesia,” an 

“assembly, gathering, community, 
congregation.”

In both secular and sacred 
literature, “ekklesia” always 

referred to a gathering of people 
united by a common identity and 

purpose.



Misdiagnosing the Disciple

Decision 

Versus 

Lifestyle

Church 

Connection

Versus

Christian 

Commitment

Phase  

Versus

Maturity

Maintenance

Versus

Multiplication



Misdiagnosing the Disciple

Information 

versus 

Transformation

Numeric  
Growth 

Versus

Systemic  
Health 

Isolated

Choices

Versus

Conscious  
Plan

Public

Persona

Versus 

Private 
Assessment



Spiritual 
Brokenness

Bodies
Maturity

Boldness 
Within

Budget   
Stewardship

Buildings  
Places



Where is the church in 

America on the life cycle? 

As many as 80 to 85% if  not more of  
American churches are                         

plateaued or dying. 

While a number of  church organizations and 
denominations have returned to church 

planting, this has not yet 

stemmed the tide toward a 

post-Christian culture 

in the United States.



George Gallup defines 

the unchurched as 

“those who are not members of  a church or have 
not attended services in the previous six months 

other than for special holidays, weddings, funerals 
or the like.” 

Christian pollster George Barna 

writes that 

the number of  unchurched 

Americans has increased 92% 

in the last 13 years. 



The survey included almost four thousand attenders in 
35 churches in several denominations scattered from 

Florida to Washington. 

After analyzing the results, Gilliam observed:

“Most people in these churches                                  
are not growing spiritually. 

Of those taking this survey,                                       
24% indicated that their behavior was sliding backward
and 41% said they were ‘static’ in their spiritual growth. 

Therefore, 65% of  those responding indicated that they 
were either plateaued or declining in their spiritual 

growth.”



Senior pastor Bill Hybels wrote 
that 

“nearly one out of  

every four people 

at Willow Creek 

were 

stalled in their spiritual growth 

or 

dissatisfied with church.”



“Less than 25% of  church leaders said they 
had any 

semblance of  a plan. 

Essentially the vast majority of  churches 
admit they have 

absolutely no strategy

for 

developing the people

in their church for ministry.”



“In Simple Church, we found 

that most churches have 

no process of  discipling people. 

In Transformational Groups, 

we discover that most leaders 

could not articulate

how groups fit into their overall strategy.

And in research that undergirds this, 

we learned that fewer than 25%

of  church leaders say they have a plan 

to develop leaders—though they know 

they should have one.”













Historical Hindsight

World War II

1922 – 1927

11 Million

Silent 
Generation

1928 – 1945

23 Million

The Depression

1930 – 1939

11 – 12 million

Baby Boomer

1946 – 1954

33 Million



Historical Hindsight

Boomer II

1955 – 1965

49 Million

Generation X

1966 – 1976

49 Million

Generation Y

Millennium

1977 – 1994

71 Million 

Generation Z

1995 – 2012

23 Million









“Money 

is

a terrible master 

but 

an excellent 

servant.”



They will soon be…

Largest demographic in U.S.       
(currently – 75 million)

75% of  the U.S. workforce by 2025

50% of  the global workforce by 2020

40% of  the U.S. electorate by 2020





Millennials are engaged in the world…

• 81% have donated money, goods, or services.

• 77% agree that it is important to be altruistic and 
contribute to their communities.

• 61% feel a personal responsibility to make a 
difference in the world.

• But often not in Church

• Nearly 60% have been absent from church for at 
least 6 months.

• 44% believe that marriage is becoming obsolete. 

• 30% believe that church is not at all important.



Be real: Someone who is honest – be authentic. Share your 
struggles.

Teach the whole truth: Relate the Bible to your people and 
culture; know your people and culture.

Under-promise & over-deliver: Make the experience 
excellent.

Hold Traditions loosely: Primarily focus on the mandates of  
God.

Find Leaders: Recruit gifted leaders; identify their gift.

Give the ministry away: Discourage volunteers.

Call people to greatness: Make significant requests.

Create Unique Shared Experiences: Remember what they 
do together.



Reengage 

Learning Life Lessons

Time

7:35 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.


